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Your Full Name:
Ita Killeen

Email Address:
ikilleen@bridgergeoplan.com

Subject Line:
Repeal of pre-approval process for Montana utilities

Your Comment:

Dear Members of Energy and Telecommunications Interim Committee: Thank you for your
work on “AN ACT REVISING ELECTRICY SUPPLY RESOURCE LAWS;
ELIMINATING PREAPPROVAL OF ELECTRICITY SUPPLY RESOURCES. I fully
support and appreciate the elimination of the current pre-approval process for Investor Owned
Utilities. Pre-approval places the risk of new asset acquisition solely on the ratepayer without
the ratepayer having the input or decision making responsibility. This is an unfair process and
I appreciate your concerns and effort to repeal this. I hope to see this introduced in the 2021
legislative session. Thank you for your work. Ita Killeen MD Bozeman MT
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Just a quick comment. In the State of Oregon the PUC regulates
consumer-owned utilities only in the area of safety.

Regards, Kevin

Kevin P. Owens PE
Beartooth Electric Cooperative
General Manager

{406) 426-2340 W otk

(503} 791-8275 Mobile
kevin®beartootheledric.com
PO Box 1110

1306 N. Broadway

Red Lodge, MT 55068

www beartoothelecric.com

Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the
intended recipient and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review,
copy, use, disclosure, or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact
the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message.
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September 4, 2020
Sent via electronic mail.

Trevor Graff
Legislative Services, Energy and Telecommunications Interim Committee
Helena, MT

RE: Request for Public Comment, PD0008
To the members of ETIC,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on bill draft PD-0008, Pre-Approval Repeal
Legislation. Our members are supportive of this committee bill with a few recommended
changes.

As background, Northern Plains Resource Council works to inform everyday Montanans of their
ability to weigh-in on the energy decisions that impact their lives and their pocketbooks. PD-
0008 is very much a consumer issue, and the repeal of Mont. Code Ann. § 69-8-421 would result
in fairness and increased cost transparency to the consumers of Montana. We support the repeal
of pre-approval in state statute for the following reasons:

1. Mont. Code Ann. § 69-8-421 is a legacy statute from the energy deregulation and re-
regulation issues of the early 2000s. A pre-approval option is not necessary for a fully
re-integrated utility to function.

2. Mont. Code Ann § 69-8-421 does not apply equally to the existing investor-owned,
regulated utilities in Montana. Northern Plains does not see a reason for this disparity
and thus Montana law should strive to place regulated utilities on an equal playing
field where possible.

As PD-0008 currently reads, utilities applying for PSC approval of a resource acquisition must
conduct a competitive solicitation process. However, the bill also creates an exemption for both
opportunity resources and resources meeting the short-term operational needs of the utility, not
to exceed 12-months. Northern Plains Resource Council members are in favor of robust
competitive solicitation processes, and would oppose the exemption of opportunity resources
from the competition solicitation process. This would require an amendment to Sec. 3 subsection
5.

Thank you for your review and your commitment to improving the energy regulatory landscape
of Montana.
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Sincerely,

Mary Fitzpatrick
Clean Energy Task Force Secretary
Northern Plains Resource Council



